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One of the  mortuaries in San Mateo County, 
was that of Layng and Tinney, which was 
located at Marshall and Jefferson in Redwood 
City. The mortuary closed its doors and 
eventually the San Mateo County Genealogical 
Society acquired a collection of records that 
filled 11 vertical file drawers.  Due to 
computer problems, the index that was begun 
and worked on by many library volunteers in 
the 1990s was lost. 
 
Fortunately one printout of that original index 
survived.  Fran Pillsbury scanned it and work 

began anew.  Irene Gough, Leon Glahn and Donna Farmar checked every entry against the files in those 
eleven drawers. Others joined in as the list was proofread two more times. Finally in 2005 the index was 
deemed complete and the society published it in book form. 
 
The files, themselves, date mainly from the mid 1920's to about 1970. Additionally, through the years, 
various families removed their loved ones from Union Cemetery, favoring the perpetual care of the 
cemeteries in Colma. The  files of removals by Layng andTinney provide information on deaths back as 
early as 1877. 
 
You can find obituaries, death records, receipts, letters and more within the files. 
 
There are over seven thousand files housed in the SMCGS library. They are filed alphabetically by 
surname and then given name. In the case of two identical names the earlier death is filed first. Some 
records are contained in file folders and others in envelopes.   
 
The entire collection has now been scanned and the index updated with the number of pages in the file.  
See the Research Page for information on obtaining copies. 
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